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UNIX For Dummies has been the standard for beginning UNIX references for nearly ten years, and

this latest edition continues that tradition of success This unparalled resource is updated to cover

the latest applications of UNIX technology, including Linux and Mac desktops as well as how UNIX

works with Microsoft server software Thorough coverage of how to handle UNIX installation, file

management, software, utilities, networks, Internet access, and other basic tasks Aimed at the

first-time UNIX desktop user growing accustomed to the ins and outs of the OS, as well as the

beginning administrator who needs to get a handle on UNIX networking basics Written by John

Levine and Margaret Levine Young, longtime UNIX experts and highly experienced For Dummies

authors
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First, this is a beginner's book. It does the job, no question. If you already know the basics of UNIX,

skip it ... you won't learn that much. Buy O'Reilly or Power Tools or whatever you think will help you

the most for the *specific* way you want to use UNIX.For those of you who want to set up a BSD

network, or Linux cluster...[sigh]...please buy a book on UNIX networks and/or Linux clusters. You

will by no means master MPI or system's level programming in C with this book. What you will learn

is a bit more than the very basics. What a directory structure is, how to create, delete, re-permission

files, configure some of your user preferences, etc. You will be introduced to the UNIX paradigms

that we all live with, and might or might not learn how to tweak the specific thing you're interested in



(like "nice"-ness of processes, and the perfect ".alias.all" file, though you'll glimpse their existence).

So .... use this to learn about UNIX, not how to use UNIX to automate your life. If you need to write a

200 line shell script, you should already know all this and more. If you want to organize and move

some files around, and generally not be an ignoramus in UNIX, then this is as good a place to start

as any. It will not, however, make you worthy of a black T-shirt and the title of SYS. ADMIN.(My

UNIX background is extensive, starting around '91, so while I am by no means a UNIX guru, I use it

effectively without letting it become a hobby. For things I don't know or can't remember, I "man

page", just like everyone else. I taught intro classes at the University level, and I *ONLY WISH* my

students had come to me already knowing 25% of what's in this book! It is reasonable to learn only

what is in this book, and stop forever unless your job/curriculum demands more.
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